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‘A Benjamin Franklin

In the evening I found myself very feverish and
went to bed; but having read some where that
cold water drunk plentifully was good for fever,
I followed the prescription and sweat plenti-
fully most of the night. My fever left me, and
in the morning, crossing the ferry, I proceeded
on my journey on foot, having fifty miles to go
to Burlington,' where I was told I should find
boats that would carry me the rest of the way

to Philadelphia.
"It rained very hard all the day; I was thor-

oughly soaked, and by noon a good deal tired;
so I stopped at a poor inn, where I stayed all
night, beginning now to wish I had never left
home. I made so miserable a figure, too, that [
found, by the questions asked me, I was sus-
pected to be some runaway indentured servant
and in danger of being taken up on that suspi-
cion. However, I proceeded next day and got in
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1. Burlipgton, New Jersey, is not far from Philadelphia, on
the opposite side of the Delaware River.

Autobiography What does Franklin reveal about himself
in this passage?

Vocabulary

59,99)3}2,529 (in den” chard) adj. bound by contract to :

: serve someone for a time

-
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phia, published 1778. Lithograph,

East Prospective View of Philadel

the evening to an infn within eight or ten miles
of Burlington, kept by one Dr. Brown. He
to conversation with me while I took

and finding I had read a lit-

tle, became very obliging and friendly. Our
acquaintance continued all the rest of his life.
He had been, I imagine, an gg;b?gl%gg quack
doctor, for there was no town in England nor
any country in Europe of which he could not
give a very particular account. He had some

!etlfers,z and was ingenious, but he was an
infide], and wickedly undertook, some years
after, to turn the Bible into doggerel® verse,

entered in
some refreshment,

—

2. Here, letters means “education or knowledge, especially

of literature.”

3. English poet Charles Cotton (1630-1687) wrote a
doggerel version, or parody, of Virgil's epic poem
the Aeneid. ;

Analyze Voice What do Franklin’s word choice and toné
suggest about his attitude toward his new friend?

Vocabulary

ambulatory (am” bys ls tor" €) adj. moving from place :
: to place :
ingenioys (in jen’ . exhibiti . :
: aEilité{%‘lﬁventi}:? o6 ad- extilblting ceeative

infidel (in” f> del’) n. an unbeliever
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Benjamin Franklin,
York Historical Society, New York.

View the A As a colonial tradesman,
of Cicero to hymnals to paper currency. What mig

people in this scene?

Printer, ¢. 1928. John Ward Dunsmore. 0il on canvas, 28 x 36 in. The New

--------

Benjamin Franklin printed everything from translations
ht Franklin have been discussing with the other

as Cotton had formerly done with Virgil. By
this means he set many facts in a ridiculous
light, and might have done mischief with weak
minds if his work had been published; but it
never was.
At his house I lay that night, and arrived

the next morning at Burlington, but had the
mortification to find that the regular boats were
gone a little before, and no other expected to go
before Tuesday, this being Saturday. Wherefore [
returned to an old woman in the town, of whom
Thad bought some gingerbread to eat on the
water, and asked her advice. She proposed to

| Vocabulary

e _
L a "”rftf'f'cat},g}) (mor’ ta fi ka” shan) n. feeling of

iy,

: Shame KT
» humiliation, or embarrassment

"
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lodge me till a passage by some other boat
occurred. I accepted her offer, being much
fatigued by traveling on foot. Understanding [
was a printet, she would have had me remain in
that town and follow my business, being igno-
rant what stock was necessary to begin with.

She was very hospitable, gave me a dinner of
oxcheek with great good-will, accepting only of
a pot of ale in return; and 1 thought myself fixed
till Tuesday should come. However, walking in
the evening by the side of the river, a boat came
by, which found was going toward Philadelphia
with several people in her. They took me in, and
as there was no wind we rowed all the way; and

Independence How does this description

The Road to
le who will fight for independence?

reveal the spirit of peop
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about midnight, not having ye
some of the company wer

have passed
t
others knew not where we were, S0 W¢ pu

toward the shore, g0t into a cree

an old fence, Wi
fire, the night being cold, in October, and there

we remained till daylight.
pany

¢ seen the ity
e confident we must
it and would row no further; the

k, landed near
th the rails of which we made a

1 have been the more particular in this

description of my journey, and shall be so of my

first entry into that city, that you may in your
mind compare such unlikely beginnings with
the figure 1 have since made there. I was in my
working dress, my best clothes coming round by
sea. 1 was dirty, from my being so long in the
boat. My pockets were stuffed out with shirts
and stockings, and I knew no one nor where to
look for lodging. Fatigued with walking, row-
ing, and the want of sleep, I was very hungry;
and my whole stock of cash consisted in a sin-
ele dollar, and about a shilling® in copper coin,
which I gave to the boatmen for my passage.
At first they refused it, on account of my hav-
'!ng rowed; but | insisted on their taking it. Man
is sometimes more generous when he has little
— T
Tl g - ought to have but little.
s towar the top of the street, gaz-
g about till near Market St h
a boy with bread. I had oft A
dry bread, and inquirin wlin 5
bought it, | went im % e he biad
b Jiiecind mediately to the baker’s
: me to. | asked for biscu;
ing such as we had at Bostg Iscuits, mean-
n; that sort, it

g th& different p

rices

bread,

4. Ashilling is a Briti
itish coij
pound. coin equal to One-twentieth of
Oora
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Then one of the com-

knew the place tO be Cooper’s Creek, a lit-
tle above Philadelphia, which we saw as soon as
we got out of the creek, and arrived there Tdbout
eight or nine o'clock on the Sunday morning
and landed at Market Street wharf.

enny wultilb Ul
' iye me threep
I told him €O gi e cor R mgly tlitee grear

ve :
any SOTt: He g2 rprised at the quantity,

s su .
Pty s L v oom i
u b

. 1 o roll under each arm
ets, wau(e ‘;ff gﬁf Thus I went up Market
and eating t a‘; Fourth Street stsi?g}ll)y the

my future wife’s father;

door ofhl\:f-siizcilr’lg zt the door, saw me, and
gf:i;:\t 1’made, as 1 certainly did,i.fl LR

. 1. culous appearance: et
?‘:11::12?;;13 1\(;ent dofm Chestnut Street and
part of Walnut Street, eating my roll all Fhe
way; and coming round found myself again at
Market Street wharf, near the bosat I came
in, to which I went for a draught® of the
river water; and being filled with one of my
rolls, gave the other tWO to a woman and her
child that came down the river in the boat
with us and were waiting to g0 further.

Thus refreshed 1 walked again up the
street, which by this time had many clean-
dressed people in it, who were all walking
the same way. | joined them, and thereby was
led into the great meeting-house of the
Quakers,® near the market. I sat down among
them, and after looking round a while and
hearing nothing said,” being very drowsy
:}“;lltlgfll flal]iiofr and want of rest the preceding
thi n;eet(ien ESt Isclsleep and continued so till
bind enog gh roke up, when some one was

gh to rouse me. This, therefore,

was the first house I was i 115y
Philadelphia. ow s in, or slept in, in

5.
- gz:;{:mught means “a gulp” or “a swallow.””
us H L
century, group founded in the seventeenth

7 Quaker religious meet
silence,

ings often include long periods of
Analyze Vi

) oice What d, i
SO Mt Whis et R 2 aDout s per
Autobio
: graphy Why
include thic detzﬁ . hy might have Franklin chosen to

in his autobiography?
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